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The champagne s flowing, the
rables are laden with sumptoous
foacds, andd the guests are having the
time ab their lives, 105 the talke of the
gocinl sedson. lsn thar hoswe it always
i in the movies? 5o why can’t vou
thirow the stme kind of exciting bash
for vour friends? Planning the perfect
ety bakes time Wetve all had the lic-
e pet-tosethers where fricnds gather,
et a pleasant meal, and then evervone
poes home, Bul with a fidle effos, vou
can make sure everyvone = ostill mlking
abour vour shindig the nex day

When tving e decide wha Kingd
af party 1o theowe, you might want 1o
consulr with o planner. Special event
coordinators have many wonderful
theme ideas that can make vour wath-
ering more memorabla, Bavie Gibhy
af Barvett Design Listinerive Florals
sivs, when planning a party, “Think
Fig, and then pare i dosen o owhal s
praciical ™ Allowing a designer 1o plan
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or Bannic Ginpy or

vour party can also help alleviate
mch of the stress, You can hase the
planner <o as much o as linle as
vl like, adding vour o personal
toehes,

Lend a festive atmosphere by
planning vour gel-together around o
theme, Barrie says she has helped plan
parties that were a great deal of fun,
S i an wban beach party” whene
guests rought floaties, We sel up
Blowe-up pocls inthe back vard and
ha:l lots of beach decorutions, The
puesls wore barhing suits and flip-
flops, Tt was one of the most fun par-
ries we dlid,” savs Barie

Sinee retro is the hot ricker vighi
now, voul might want to consider
threnwing o G087 prariy, complete
with disco lighting, Bum g CI with
some of your favorite unes from the
cra 500 guests o shake their grooe
rhirg.” Thive guests wear their favorine
cratfits Fronn the 70s, such as halter tops

BanneTT DESGY DHYTIRGTIVE FLORBALS

aned Pell-bestion jedns,

Another fun theme & the western
theme party, Decorate vour ables with
red and white gingham cloths, Use ol
lamps for lighting and bandanas for
napkins, Place o couple of hay bales
arcund the backyard and vou're reacy
for a hocdown. Serve up bawls of
chili, cornbread and salad for grub,
and you know the guests won't go
aweiy hungre, Oiher fdeas include
corclen lancheon with Boswersd hats, o
Midsurmmmer Might's Drream ety svith
Pairy wings and head picces, and g
malia party where evervone dresses
like Bonmie wnd Clyde or theie fvorie
Sowris clhuracler, Or, e in the pop
culture spicit and throw o Soreivor
prarty {have everyone wesar survivil
gour or an Academy Awards panty
Chave your guests wear their evening
sl and roast vour lriends. )

Mo omuatier owhat o tlieme
choose, all successful parties center
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arcaund meod plinning. As owith any suceessiul evenr, the
firsl step vou sl ake is o determine vour bodget and
stichk with i, Male o lise actually, voull male several lists,
inclucling whes invited, what's For dinner and sehat decora-
Lierns o' need.
An event plaoner can ke care of many of the deils
T eciding Tiew to arrange the
pairty can also make 0 fow betrer,
Barrvie reccimmends placing Food and
Breverage al various localions acoond
the howse or i the back vard, =Yooy
et weant o create o hlocked dooreay
b plucing all the Tood inoone location
Because people will parher where
there's Tood. Having food and drinl
statioms will keep the guests flowing
throwgh the house thar vouve worked
a0 hargd o decorate!” she savs
W vonr bome will ned accommo-
dlane the number o people comformbly,
check dnes o Banguet Faciliey, Melba ol
Awtlen Room savs that they help von e
e Praseed o vonr needs for the paty, A

MAY/IUNE 2001

A Month to Six
Weeks Ahead

Two Days to Go
v Purchase resh fools

o Set vour budget: stick toie ¢ Allow frienes whiooask o help

¢ Select your theme and
choose decoradons, ood The Day Before
atreed o games oo fit o Complete food preparations,

« Send invirations pick up presardered fems

v Decorate

Two Weelis Ahead v Set the tuble

+ Plan the Tyout

v Plan the menu The Big Day

« Purchase decorations v Finish foods that can't be done

ahead of time

Orve Week Out o Complete outdoor decorations

" Purchase food and preparce o Give vourseld dme o el and
dishes as allowed dlress o the parry

v Purchase beverages « ENIOY!
Banguet facility can provide bles, chaies, lineos and the
space hat you need. Many banguer Gacilities have o garden
area giving vou the aption ol an indocr/outdoor party,
wedther permitling. W your budger allows, they can help
vou in choosing o carterer ancd barrender semvace, Or you
and wvour friends can prepare vour awn specialics. Vel
savs Lhal they make sure the faciliy i clean belore the
party and they clean up after the party, They can help vou
Laboe o Lol of stress our of planning your |

cvente

The more you can dea ahead of fme,
the smoather the parly will po For vou
and wvour guests, Do oas much of the
proaparation in advance as possible,
including decorations, food aned music,
When the party day arrives, vou will
have alveady completed most ol the
work, Add the finishing 1ouches, such as
any foocd and beverages thae couldn't be
nrile zhead of time, and finish any oo
docr decorations. Then take o long bath,
Fave a glass of wine and get ready for
the goests e drrive,
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